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London and Essex Computing Hub 
Late January Update

Late January 2021 
 

News from the London and Essex Computing Hub!
 
Everywhere I look I see incredible examples of innovative approaches to home learning.
Teachers have been facing the huge challenges of remote teaching, juggling family
committments as well as supporting vulnerable children and those of key worker parents
in school. The NCCE has also risen to the occasion, and published a comprehensive
round-up of remote teaching resources, detailed below 

In this issue:

Update - Resources to support remote teaching  from the NCCE and partners

Spring term CPD Opportunities from Teach Computing at primary and secondary level

Join our Geography and Computing Cross-Curricular Workshop: "We are
Meteorologists!" 27 January 4-5pm

Free space themed Saturday Coding Workshops for ages 9-13

Safer Internet Day - 9 February 2021

STEM Ambassadors and how they can help you! Case study: Ottilie Thornhill

Introducing AC_Coder, an inspirational Year 10 student sharing creative coding
projects 

Young Coders Competition

Networking opportunities with computer science teachers in your area.

How we can help with remote teaching and learning

Teach remotely or learn
from home with the
NCCE
The NCCE has put together a round up all
resources available to support you in
remote teaching activities. This includes
downloadable lesson plans, as well as links
to a variety of support materials.

Read more

Reflections on
Lockdown learning from
BCS
BCS, The Chartered Institute for IT,
undertook a feedback exercise with
Computing at School peer-to-peer teachers
support network and shared their findings
in the article below.

Read more

Barefoot Live! Unplugged Activities for Primary
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Dr Chips and Ms Lieghio (Barefoot authors and primary teachers) will be running 3
Barefoot live events for pupils learning in school or at home over the coming weeks. Tune
in live via the YouTube links below, or watch again at the links at a time to suit you. All you
need is a pen and paper!  

26 January 1.30pm Computational thinking through unplugged activities (suitable for all
ages) 

2 February 1.30pm Blast Off - coding in Scratch (suitable for ages 9-11) 

9 February 1.30pm Safer Internet Day primary activities (suitable for all ages)

Read more

Book our Upcoming Primary and Secondary Remote Courses - 
gain confidence and improve your subject knowledge. Many are
FREE and/or attract bursaries of up to £220 to attend!*

Primary Programming
and Algorithms
Be prepared to teach algorithms and
programming to children of all ages,
helping them develop their understanding
through effective pedagogy.

Date: 3 sessions starting 2 February 4-
5pm 
Last chance to book!

Book here

Python Programming:
Working with data

In this GCSE level course you’ll learn about
data types,
and how data structures are manipulated in
Python programs 
 
Date: 2 sessions starting 3 February 2-
4pm

Book here

Teaching and
leading KS2
computing -
module 2
Skilfully combining a wide
range of software
applications and multimedia
such as video, images and
sound, you will be better
able to support children in
creative and engaging
project work across the
whole primary curriculum

Date: 2 sessions starting 22
February 2-3.30pm

Book here

Teaching and
leading KS1
computing -
module 1
Gain confidence  in teaching
the KS1 computing
curriculum, includes 
foundational knowledge of
computer science; the
applications of IT
and implications for digital
literacy in the modern world.

Date: 2 sessions starting 24
February 1.30-3.30pm

Book here

Teaching and
leading KS1
computing -
module 2

Find out how to use
software creatively, safely
and responsibly for inspiring
projects, and plan a rigorous
and inclusive curriculum. 

Date: 2 sessions starting 9
March 2-3.30pm

Book here

These courses have been organised by the London and Essex Computing Hub
*Fee/bursary information available at https://teachcomputing.org/bursary
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Join our Free Cross-Curricular Geography and
Computing Workshop

'We are Meteorologists!"
Join us at the Southend CAS Community Meeting on
Wednesday 27 January 4-5pm where our Subject matter
Expert Sarah Chell with be exploring the use of spreadsheets
to store weather data, creating graphs and ultimately creating
a presentation to discuss results. 
Suitable for Upper KS2 or Lower KS3.

Book here

Free Saturday Coding Workshops for Ages 9-13

Lost In Space

The STEM London team are excited to
present two space themed Saturday
Coding Sessions aimed at  9-13 year olds
(Years 5-9). 

In 'Lost in Space'  they can program their
own animation. 

Date: Saturday 6 February 11.30am-
12.3pm

Book here

Clone Wars
Join this session and create a game where
you have to save the Earth from Space
monsters! 
A computer capable of running Scratch 3
(on or off-line) will be required for both
sessions.
Date: Saturday 13 February 11.30am-
12.30pm

Book here

Safer Internet Day - 9 February 2021

Together for a better internet
This year's UK Safer Internet Day explores the theme: An Internet we trust: exploring
reliability in the online world, with issues such as 'separating fact from fiction', and
supporting young people to question, challenge and change the online world they live in. 

You and your school can get involved with a whole host of ideas and resources available
via the link below. These include  videos, lesson plans, assemblies, activities, quizzes and
more.

Read more

STEM Ambassadors in Action: Meet Ottilie Thornhill
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As part of our series of profiles on STEM Ambassadors in action, we meet Ottilie
Thornhill, Communications Coordinator in the Digital Technology department at Arup,
a global multinational professional services firm headquartered in London which
provides engineering, architecture, design, planning, project management and
consulting services for all aspects of the built environment. Examples of projects they
have been involved in include the new V&A Museum in Dundee, HS2 Interchange
and the Queensferry crossing. 

Ottilie’s role involves helping people to understand the technology available to them
when building our cities. She uses a strong technical understanding, which has been
developed on the job, as well as the ability to write and tell stories creatively. 

Ottilie studied English Literature at university, then worked within the creative
industries and made contacts which led her to join Arup. Ottilie feels that at school
there prevails an unhelpful myth around interests and aptitudes which is that you’re
either into arts or science. She wishes she had understood that technology is used in
every sector, and that understanding technology is one of the best investments
students can make in themselves. As a result of this understanding, Ottilie has
achieved a lot more than she expected and has a more interesting job. 

Ottilie wanted to share this knowledge with young people, which led to her
involvement with STEM Ambassadors. So far as a STEM ambassador she has
focused on working with Primary school children to highlight STEM opportunities that
they might not expect. She has participated in virtual careers talks, and ‘Meet a …
worker’ sessions. STEM Ambassador volunteers, like Ottilie, can visit your classroom
both virtually or in person once safe to do so, to enhance your teaching and bring the
curriculum to life.

Find out how - Contact Essex STEM Ambassadors

Find out how - Contact London STEM Ambassadors

Meet AC_Coder: Inspiring a generation 

A young person inspired to use code creatively

Recently we had the absolute pleasure of interviewing Adonai, a young lady from
Essex who is inspiring other young people to enjoy coding. She goes by the
codename @AC_Coder, and is a 14 year old Year 10 student in a local
comprehensive school. 

She participates regularly with the fabulous Essex Steamettes (@EssexSteamettes),
a girls only coding club based in Essex, and attends Young Coders meet ups. She
has her own YouTube channel, twitter account (@ac_coder) and joins online
Hackathons on a regular basis, and even won an 8 hour hackathon award! Wow, this
girl really loves to code! There is a sense of a real focus throughout her online
presence of putting coding in action; she recently coded her own light-up Christmas
decorations using BBC micro:bits to illuminate LED lights, as well as play alternating

mailto:peter.sutton@canterbury.ac.uk
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More Details and Register Here

Get involved here

music. 

I asked her what she would like to do as a career, “A software engineer” was the
answer, “and I would like to travel the world”. Well, when you’re a girl who can code,
the world’s your oyster! 

Adonai is inspired to use code to make things that improve people’s quality of life, and
is always looking for practical applications of technology. She particularly would like to
focus on using technology to solve problems that affect children, improving daily life,
and also improving the environment. A recent hackathon involved designing an app
that would monitor the user's mood through a voice diary. The app could then suggest
motivational activities and a healthy routine, and led to a prize for most technically
challenging project. 

What is her advice to teachers of computer science? During her GCSE Computer
Science studies, she understands that teachers need to teach the theory of computer
science, and computer systems, but she urges that they don’t forget to promote the
practical applications of programming. She would like to see more programming in
practice, for example, programming a game. 

Teachers, do you have any inspiration students who would like to be featured in our
next newsletter? Please get in touch.

Subscribe  to Adonai's YouTube Channel here

Young Coders Competition
The CAS Young Coders Competition is an initiative for
primary schools aimed at helping teachers to become more
confident with teaching coding skills and is suitable for
experienced and new teachers. Complete resources and
sessions provided, and can be used in school or remotely.
Children are tasked with creating an app through scratch,
with the theme 'Keeping Yourself and Others Safe'

Connect with your local Computing
at School (CAS) Community
There are many upcoming events, find out what's happening
in YOUR region 

27 January 4-5pm Workshop: We are Meteorologists!
Computing and Geography at Southend Mixed Community
Meeting 
28 January 3.45-5pm Barking and Dagenham Mixed
Community Meeting  
10 February 5-6pm Waltham Forest Mixed Community
Meeting

Get in touch: Hub Lead David Struthers d.struthers@setsa.info 
Hub Project Officer Sarah Beresford-Cole  s.beresfordcole@setsa.info

Follow us on Twitter @cs_essex
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