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London and Essex Computing Hub End
January Update

Late January 2021 
 

News from the London and Essex Computing Hub!
 
Everywhere I look I see incredible examples of innovative approaches to home learning.
Teachers have been facing the huge challenges of remote teaching, juggling family
committments as well as supporting vulnerable children and those of key worker parents
in school. The NCCE has also risen to the occasion, and published a comprehensive
round-up of remote teaching resources, detailed below 

In this issue:

Update - Resources to support remote teaching  from the NCCE and partners

Spring term CPD Opportunities from Teach Computing at primary and secondary level

Join our Geography and Computing Cross-Curricular Workshop: "We are
Meteorologists!" 27 January 4-5pm

STEM Ambassadors and how they can help you! Case study: Ottilie Thornhill

Introducing AC_Coder, an inspirational Year 10 student sharing creative coding
projects 

Virtual Work Experience Opportunities from Morgan Stanley 

Networking opportunities with computer science teachers in your area:

How we can help with remote teaching and learning

NCCE

Primary
Resources from
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Read more

Read more

Read more

Curriculum
resources  
The NCCE computing
curriculum resources offer a
complete suite of readily
available teaching
resources, including:

over 500 hours of lesson
plans for KS1-KS4
homework
progression mapping
assessment

Barefoot
Discover over 60 cross-
curricular lesson plans and
resources that bring
computing to life, with or
without a computer. 

In addition, online guides to
key computer science
concepts will improve your
subject knowledge. 
 
Resources available for
both teachers and parents.

Digital Making
at home
The Raspberry Pi
Foundation are offering a
weekly live stream to keep
those kids coding!  

Live chat, coding and digital
projects will keep that
motivation and enthusiasm
going at home.

Book our Upcoming Primary and Secondary Remote Courses -
Make the most of this lockdown to gain confidence and improve
your subject knowledge. Many are FREE and/or attract
bursaries of up to £220 to attend!*

Primary Programming
and Algorithms
Be prepared to teach algorithms and
programming to children of all ages,

Python Programming:
Working with data

In this course you’ll learn about data types,

http://email.teachcomputing.org/c/15cRnNtwZATMAhU
http://email.teachcomputing.org/c/15cRooOu3YBeGNX
http://email.teachcomputing.org/c/15cRp09r8miGNk0
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helping them develop their understanding
through effective pedagogy.

Date: 3 sessions starting 2 February 4-
5pm 
Last chance to book!

Book here

and how data structures are manipulated in
Python programs 
 
Date: 2 sessions starting 3 February 2-
4pm

Book here

Teaching and
leading KS2
computing -
module 2
Skilfully combining a wide
range of software
applications and multimedia
such as video, images and
sound, you will be better
able to support children in
creative and engaging
project work across the
whole primary curriculum

Date: 2 sessions starting 22
February 2-3.30pm

Book here

Teaching and
leading KS1
computing -
module 1
Gain confidence  in teaching
the KS1 computing
curriculum, includes 
foundational knowledge of
computer science; the
applications of IT
and implications for digital
literacy in the modern world.

Date: 2 sessions starting 24
February 1.30-3.30pm

Book here

Teaching and
leading KS1
computing -
module 2
Find out how to use
software creatively,
safely and
responsibly for
inspiring projects,
and plan a rigorous
and inclusive
curriculum

Date: 2 sessions starting 9
March 2-3.30pm

Book here

These courses have been organised by the London and Essex Computing Hub
*Fee/bursary information available at https://teachcomputing.org/bursary

Join our Free Cross-Curricular Geography and
Computing Workshop

http://email.teachcomputing.org/c/15cRpBuocK08TQ3
http://email.teachcomputing.org/c/15cRqcPlh7HB0m6
http://email.teachcomputing.org/q/119AbAkGwVqR/wv
http://email.teachcomputing.org/c/15cRqOailvp36S9
http://email.teachcomputing.org/q/119AbAkGwVqR/wv
http://email.teachcomputing.org/c/15cRrpvfpT6vdoc
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Book here

'We are Meteorologists!"
Join us at the Southend CAS Community Meeting on
Wednesday 27 January 4-5pm where our Subject matter
Expert Sarah Chell with be exploring the use of spreadsheets
to store weather data, creating graphs and ultimately creating
a presentation to discuss results. Suitable for Upper KS2 or
Lower KS3.

STEM Ambassadors in Action: Meet Ottilie Thornhill

As part of our series of profiles on STEM Ambassadors in action, we meet Ottilie
Thornhill, Communications Coordinator in the Digital Technology department at Arup,
a global multinational professional services firm headquartered in London which
provides engineering, architecture, design, planning, project management and
consulting services for all aspects of the built environment. Examples of projects they
have been involved in include the new V&A Museum in Dundee, HS2 Interchange
and the Queensferry crossing. 

Ottilie’s role involves helping people to understand the technology available to them
when building our cities. She uses a strong technical understanding, which has been
developed on the job, as well as the ability to write and tell stories creatively. 

Ottilie studied English Literature at university, then worked within the creative
industries and made contacts which led her to join Arup. Ottilie feels that at school
there prevails an unhelpful myth around interests and aptitudes which is that you’re
either into arts or science. She wishes she had understood that technology is used in
every sector, and that understanding technology is one of the best investments

http://email.teachcomputing.org/c/15cRtOR3HpUjDso
http://email.teachcomputing.org/c/15cRtdw6D2cRwWl
http://email.teachcomputing.org/q/119AbAkGwVqR/wv
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students can make in themselves. As a result of this understanding, Ottilie has
achieved a lot more than she expected and has a more interesting job. 

Ottilie wanted to share this knowledge with young people, which led to her
involvement with STEM Ambassadors. So far as a STEM ambassador she has
focused on working with Primary school children to highlight STEM opportunities that
they might not expect. She has participated in virtual careers talks, and ‘Meet a …
worker’ sessions. STEM Ambassador volunteers, like Ottilie, can visit your classroom
both virtually or in person once safe to do so, to enhance your teaching and bring the
curriculum to life.

Find out how - Contact Essex STEM Ambassadors

Find out how - Contact London STEM Ambassadors

Meet AC_Coder: Creative Coding to inspire a
generation

Ethan and Dahlia, in Years 9 and 7 respectively, have teamed up to form the Coding
Siblings. They have set up their own YouTube channel to share their passion for
programming with other young people. This consists of a series of short tutorials and tips
on coding. Ethan has kindly agreed to share his perspective on computer science
teaching and has written the following article for us:

Hi, I’m Ethan, and I form one half of the coding YouTube channel ‘Coding Siblings’, along
with my sister Dahlia. We have been creating coding tutorials, mainly aimed at pupils, and
I have some thoughts about how Computing in schools can be made more fun and
engaging for students.  

One important factor for me is teaching students to research properly, and independently.
The Internet is obviously a vital research tool for adults and children alike. Yet in classes I
have found that almost no-one uses it; they go straight to the teacher if they are struggling
with something. It would be a good idea for students - especially in KS3 - to be a little
more independent, and perhaps use sources other than the teacher when trying to figure
something out. This requires the teacher to have set the class up in such a way as to
encourage independent research, and it may involve them having to train their pupils on
learning how to embrace failure and be a bit more resilient when they cannot immediately
solve something. 

Another way Computing could be more fun but still educational for kids is to have access
to short, sharp resources that are good at explaining topics easily and able to relate to
pupils. An example of this could be Coding Siblings, the YouTube channel that my sister
Dahlia and I run! I believe that smaller and more understandable resources - like videos,
code snippets or online tutorials - are more accessible and can be easier for pupils to
grasp.  

mailto:peter.sutton@canterbury.ac.uk
mailto:london-hub@stem.org.uk
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Get involved here

For me these steps would be relatively easy to implement and they should improve pupils'
engagement and understanding in Computing. 

Please follow the Coding Siblings on twitter @CodingSiblings.

Visit the Coding Siblings YouTube Channel here

Connect with your local Computing
at School (CAS) Community
There are many upcoming events, find out what's happening
in YOUR region 

14 January 4-5pm NEW Thurrock Mixed Community Meeting 
27 January 4-5pm Workshop: We are Meteorologists!
Computing and Geography at Southend Mixed Community
Meeting 
28 January 3.45-5pm Barking and Dagenham Mixed
Community Meeting  
10 February 5-6pm Waltham Forest Mixed Community
Meeting

Get in touch: Hub Lead David Struthers d.struthers@setsa.info 
Hub Project Officer Sarah Beresford-Cole  s.beresfordcole@setsa.info

Follow us on Twitter @cs_essex

These emails are sent on behalf of the National Centre for Computing Education, a consortium of STEM
Learning, the Raspberry Pi Foundation and BCS, The Chartered Institute for IT. 

STEM Learning Limited 
University of York, Heslington, York, North Yorkshire, YO10 5DD 
Company registered in England and Wales. Company Number 05081097
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